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They are all around us. The norms that silently decides what’s okay and what’s 
not. The norms that determine what we perceive as normal. And what we think 
is anomalous. It has always been like this. But that doesn’t mean that norms are 
something we should blindly live by. Instead, we should pay attention to them 
and find ways to detect and tackle them. 
 
The stories are many. In history and today, people have been excluded. Their 
rights have been denied and they have been suppressed and ridiculed by others. 
A cultural identity, a functional impairment, sexual orientation and skin colour is 
all examples of things that have been used to differentiate groups and individuals 
from each other. But how do we create a democratic society where everyone can 
participate on equal terms? Is that even possible? And what can and what should 
a cultural heritage institution take a stand for? How can these institutions actively 
challenge the norms in our society? 
 
Our spring conference discusses democracy and participation and the courage to 
take a stand. During two exciting days we present lectures and workshops from 
well known and skilled experts in the field of culture, cultural heritage, the arts 
and politics. In addition to this, there will be an opportunity to meet interesting 
people and experience one or two surprises. 
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 09.00 – 10.00 
Registration + coffee 

Jamtli café 
 
  
 10.00 – 10.15 

Introduction 
Rentzhogsalen 

 
 
 10.15 – 11.15 

Mary Ann DeVlieg 
 Art or Activism: Is There a Choice  

 
 
....……………………………………………………… Break ………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
 11.30 – 12.30 

Maria Perstedt 
A Museum of Women’s Studies is Born: Gender, Power and Resistance 

 
 
 
....……………………………………………………… Lunch ……………………………………………………….... 

Restaurang Hov 
 
 
 14.00 – 15.00   

The Unstraight Museum 
 What is the Activistic Institution? To Take a Stand... 

 
 
 
....……………………………………………………… Break ………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
 15.15 – 16.15 
 
The Unstraight Museum Utanför The Memorial Society 

Archive 
Lignellsalen Exhibition hall Rentzhogsalen 



....………………………………………………… Coffee break ………………………………………………….. 
 
 
 16.45 – 17.45 
 
The Unstraight Museum Utanför The Memorial Society 

Archive 
Lignellsalen Exhibition hall Rentzhogsalen 

 
 
 18.00 – 19.00 

Bar 
Restaurang Hov 

 
 
 
 19.00 -  

Banquet 
Restaurang Hov 
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 09.00 – 09.30 

Njarka 
A Semi Experience 

 
 
 09.30 – 10.30 

Gudmund Valderhaug 
Archival Activism: To Fight for Justice, Democracy and Archive 

 
 
 
....………………………………………………… Coffee break ………………………………………………….. 
 
 
 11.00 – 12.00 

Anders Sunna & Michiel Brouwer 
The Art as a Medium: The Exhibition Maadtoe Raises Discussions about… 

   
 
 
....……………………………………………………… Lunch ……………………………………………………….... 

Restaurang Hov 
 
 
 13.30 – 14.30 

József Molnár 
Minority and Majority: Tolerance Programs in the Hungarian Open Air… 

 
 
 
 14.30 – 14.45 

Reflections 
Rentzhogsalen 

 
 
 14.45 – 15.00 

The Spring Conference 2015 
Rentzhogsalen 

 
 
 

....…………………………………………………… Coffee ………………………………………………………….. 
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Art or Activism: Is There a Choice? 
 
Mary Ann DeVlieg has worked with 
culture and social rights for over two 
decades. Between 1994 and 2013 
DeVlieg was general manager of IETM 
(International Network for 
Contemporary Arts) where she started 
the project www.on-the-move.org. 
She is also the co-founder of the 
Roberto Cimetta Fund for Mobility of Mediterranean Artists and Arts Organisers 
and International Coalition for Arts, Human Rights and Social Justice. She has 
been a part of several expert groups and hold lectures and courses all over the 
world. Today she works at freeDimensional, an organisation that strives to reach 
social justice through art. In her lecture Mary Ann DeVlieg will talk about the 
relation between art and activism. Are we able to choose only one of them? Is it a 
choice we can make? 
 
www.freedimensional.org 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 
 
A Museum of Women’s Studies is Born: 
Gender, Power and Resistance 
 
Maria Perstedt is the manager of 
Kvinnohistoriskt museum in Umeå, a 
new museum which will open in 
November 2014. The museum will 
focus on the history of women and 
sex, power and resistance will be 
thoroughgoing viewpoints in every 
exhibition and item on the museum’s agenda. Formerly, Perstedt was the 
exhibition manager at Dunkers kulturhus and she has been working within the 
cultural heritage sector for almost thirty years. In her lecture Maria Perstedt will 
talk about the new museum, about gender, power and resistance and explain 
why we have to be brave. 
 
www.umea.se/kvinnohistorisktmuseum 
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What is the Activistic Institution? To Take 
a Stand and Why Cultural Heritage 
Institutions Need to Work with Human 
Rights and LGBTQ Issues, Locally and 
Globally 
 
Seven years ago a group of museum 
employees created The Unstraight 
Museum. They were tired of the regular 
stories in museums and how unstraight stories didn't get any recognition in the 
museums' exhibitions. To do something about it they started the project Article 1 
which became a popular collaboration between several big museums in Sweden. 
Shortly after, the website The Unstraight Museum was launched where unstraight 
objects and stories could be presented and preserved. During Riksförbundet 
Sveriges Museers spring meeting they were rewarded with the honorary prize for 
their work. 
 
Ulf Pettersson and Nicolas Hasselqvist from The Unstraight Museum will speak 
about taking a stand and how cultural heritage institutions can work globally with 
human rights and LGBTQ issues. 
 
www.theunstraight.org 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 
 
Archival Activism: To Fight for Justice, 
Democracy and Archives 
 
Gudmund is an archivist and a senior 
lecturer and give lectures at Oslo and 
Akershus University College of Applied 
Science. He has written about memory 
and democracy, the archives outreach 
and archives and activism. This is what his 
lecture is about, how activism can create 
a democratic and social relevant archive. 
 
www.depotdrengen.wordpress.com 
 



 
 
Minority and Majority: Tolerance 
Programs in the Hungarian Open Air 
Museum 
 
József Molnár is a pedagogue and 
manager of the pedagogical department 
at the Hungarian Open Air Museum. He 
has developed several education 
programs: “These youth! – lifestyle under 
Socialism, Maria and Julis:…and we had to leave everything there” and the prize 
winning project “Ráhel, János, Jákob and the Actress” which was appointed 
Hungary's best pedagogical project in museums 2012. The later project focused 
on how we should understand the relationship and coexistence between Jews 
and Hungarians using family stories från the 1910s and the Holocaust as a starting 
point. Together with Zita Gonda he was also celebrated for his project “The Doll” 
and “The Suitcase” in 2010. 
 
In his lecture, Molnár will talk about how the museum from a historical 
perspective describes the life of the minorities and how the museum’s 
pedagogical program is designed. One of the activities is when the visitors create 
characters and imagines how they will act in different situations. 
 
www.skanzen.hu 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 
 
A Sami Experience 

 
Njarka Sameläger is situated on a 
peninsula in Lake Häggsjön, Åre 
municipality. The Sami camp is taken 
cared of by Maud Mattson and Mattias 
Mattson and at the camp they talk about 
the Sami life and how they take care of 
the animals. The personal encounter has 
always been important and since 1985 they have welcomed thousands upon 
thousands of visitors from Sweden and rest of the world. The friendly reception, 
the pedagogical work and their seemingly never ending will to talk about the 
Sami tradtions is the reason why Njarka Sameläger recived NCK:s pedagogical 
prize 2013. To take care of a Sami camp and to be a Sami today is the subject of 
Maud Mattson's lecture. 
 
www.njarka.com 
 



 
 
The Art as a Medium: The Exhibition 
Maadtoe Raises Discussions about 
Origin and Alienism 
 
In January of 2013 the Gaaltije-
Sydsamiskt Kulturcentrum, a cultural 
centre in Östersund, showed Maadtoe, 
an exhibition by Anders Sunna and 
Michiel Brouwer. In this exhibition, the 
two artists wanted to start a discussion 
about diversity, alienism and tolerance 
with art as a starting point or as a 
medium in these conversations. 
 
Anders Sunna is a Sami visual artist who, 
trough art and pictures, tries to describe 
how the Swedish state has treated the 
Sami community and how the hate 
against him, his family and the Sami 
community in general has influenced his 
life and upbringing in the village of 
Kieksiäisvaara, near the Finnish border in 
Pajala municipality. 
 
Michiel Brouwer is a documentary photographer from Ljusdal who went to 
school in the Netherlands. His thesis concerns the Swedish past and how we have 
treated and still treats the Sami population. The winter 2011–2012 Brouwer 
travelled to the northern parts of Sweden to photograph and meet the people 
who had been affected by Sweden’s racial past.  
 
In their lecture, Sunna and Brouwer will talk about how they created the 
exhibition, what kind of discussions it raised and why it is important to use art as a 
starting point and a medium for these kind of questions. 
 
www.anderssunna.com 
www.michielbrouwer.com 
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An Exhibition About Alienation and the 
Consequences of It 
 
Utanför (December 15, 2013 – March 9, 
2014 at Jamtli) is an exhibition about 
alienation and why we're not always 
welcomed. Who stod outside the society 
in the past and what is required to be 
included today? The exhibition will 
investigate the mechanisms of alienation and what consequences they give rise 
to. The session consists of an introduction to the exhibition and a workshop 
based on that theme given by Magnus Stafverfeldt. 
 
www.jamtli.com 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 
 
How Can We Work with Stories and 
Persons and Share Them with the World? 
A Journey from the Historical to the 
Contemporary, the International to the 
Swedish, the Personal to the Institutional 
 
The actual performance. In The 
Unstraight Museum’s session Ulf 
Pettersson and Nicolas Hasselqvist will 
show how you can work with stories from 
both the private and the institutional.  
 
How should we and institutions work with stories and objects? 
 
www.theunstraight.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
The Victims of Oppression has a Voice: 
What We Do to Save the Stories and the 
Historical Documents from Periods of 
Governmental Oppression in Russia 
 
The Memorial Society Archive is a Russian 
organisation that takes care of historical 
documents and archival material from 
periods of governmental oppression and 
the persons and groups who were the 
victims of this oppression. The 
organisation consists of several archival collections, they collect and preserve 
oral history, write biographies and offer an extensive amount of educational 
activities to the public. They also organise exhibitions and a variety of online 
projects, for example “Women’s Memory of the GULAG” and ”Archive Studies”. 
 
In their session, Svetlana Shuranova from The Memorial Society Archive will talk 
about their work at the archive and describe how they use pedagogy in their 
programs and activities. 
 
www.memo.ru 
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